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Hobbyists groups k|ck the cold-weather doldrums: Part One

By Emily Weathers Kennedy

Back in the ‘80s the theme
song for a wildly popu-
lar television series called
Cheers always made me
think of home when I didn’t
live in Lawrence County.
“Sometimes you want to
go where everybody knows
your name, and they’re
always glad you came.”
You don’t have to be a bar
regular like the characters
on Cheers to appreciate the
feeling of being welcome.
And, it doesn’t take growing
up in a place to fit in, like
my case after moving home
to Loretto. What it takes is
awillingness to look around
and find people who share
similar interests.

Hobbies are my go-to
activities to get through
inclement weather. All of
mine allow quiet time alone
on my farm. Yet, sharing
them with others encour-
ages and enhances the en-
joyment. This article is the
first of a two-part series
exploring local interest hob-
byists who have figured out
how to stay motivated when
cold weather hits.
Virginia author joins
local book club for
discussion

For about three years
fellow bibliophiles (or book
lovers) and I have met at
Nana’s Pizzeria in Loretto
to enjoy a meal and re-
tire to an office upstairs
to discuss the latest book
chosen and read. From au-
thors Faulkner to Picoult
and subjects as diverse as
Tennessee dams to Brit-
ish ghosts, discussions can
be reserved or animated.
Usually, a book regarded
as so-so suddenly takes on
new life after discussion. I
have heard more than one
book club member say in
amazement, “I didn’t like
this before but actually do
after our discussion!”

In our group, called
The Gallery Book Club
at Nana’s Pizzeria, there
are many different tastes,
yet we all recognize that
every book has an author
with a motive for writing,
and every book has a plot
and characters. Discussing
these things gives the book
legs, so to speak. Sometimes
we leave meetings quite
surprised.

For January we were
privileged to have join-
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ing our discussion Virginia
author LB Gschwandtner,
who offered to drive down to
Nana’s the night before her
book launching at Parnas-
sus Books in Nashville to
discuss her fifth book, The
Other New Girl, with our
book club. It was a delight-
ful discussion indeed.

The Other New Girl is
a coming-of-age story of a
young woman who enters
a Quaker boarding school
her sophomore year. Author
Larry Bloom says, “This is
the work of a master sto-
ryteller who introduces the
reader to well-drawn char-
acters and brings the nar-
rator’s moral dilemma to a
stunning climax.” New York
Times best-selling novelist
Wally Lamb writes, “The
ingredients of this dark and
disturbing coming-of-age
novel include adolescent
cruelty, religious hypocrisy,
and the sadder-but-wiser
perspective of the adult
who dares to look back. Do
we ever really get over high
school?”

Even as each of us at the
discussion recalled memo-
ries from our own high
school experiences as we
read the book, we were more
drawn to LB’s personal
introspection of her charac-
ters and their motivations
at our meeting. She was
open and willing to speak
out about her own mother’s
mental illness, her impres-
sions of Quaker life, and the
real people who inspired her
characters. Sometimes she
would say, “Yes that really
happened.” Other times she
would remove her reading
glasses contemplatively
and say, “Well, no, I made
that up. But it could have
happened. This sort of thing
went on during those times
just like today.” One of those
was a particularly tantaliz-
ing chapter LB read aloud,
prompting smiles and more
discussion of teenage be-
havior.

On Sunday at Parnas-
sus, we were delighted to
see books we have read
at book club arrayed on
center aisle tables. But we
were even more thrilled to
see our guest author’s book
displayed right in the front
window and prominently
on the counter, across the
counter on a wall display,
and on a television in the
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Top left: Gallery Book Club member Ron Brown with LB Gschwandtner and fellow members Emily and Kerry Kennedy;
top right: Gschwandtner reads at Parnassus Books in Nashville; bottom left: Gschwandtner with Nana’s Pizzeria owners
Nancy Fleming and Ante Sekelja; bottom right: Gschwandtner discovers her book’s prominent display at Parnassus.

store. LB had arrived, and
The Gallery Book Club at
Nana’s Pizzeria had arrived
with her as her friendly
support.

From Virginia to Loretto to
Nashville, people find com-
monality over books, over
life experiences. over a com-
mon need to join together
to discuss life and love and
the essence of what makes
us human. If you love books,
think of joining a book club
to share your interest. You
may call the Loretto Public
Library or Vicki Beckman
at 931-279-0844 to learn
more about The Gallery
Book Club at Nana’s Piz-
zeria. The Lawrence County
Library in Lawrenceburg
can give you information
about other clubs in the
area and has book club sets
of books you may borrow if
you would like to start your
own club.

1612 North Locust Ave.
Lawrenceburg ¢ 762-5000

Hot & Sour Soup
Wonton Soup

Egg Drop Soup
Vegetable Lo Mein
Vegetable Fried Rice
Broccoli Chicken

Pineapple Chicken

Green Bean
Mongolian Pork
Sesame Chicken
Butter Mushroom
Pork Egg Roll
Vegetable Egg Roll
Chicken On Stick
Fried Cheese Wonton
Macaroni Cheese
Butter Potato

Fried Okra

All you can eat daily buffet includes
Hibachi Grill (no extra charge)

10%
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Pepper Steak w. Onions
Shrimp w. Mix Vegetable

Black Pepper Chicken

Chinese Donut

Boiled Shrimp

Sweet & Sour
Chicken

Honey Chicken

Fried Mushroom

Cheese Salad

Chicken Nugget

Salmon Fish

Rolls

Pizza

Stuffed Oyster

French Fries

Hot Wings

Fried Dumpling

Fried Crab Meat

Dessert

Cake

Fruit

Ice Cream

Sushi
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CHINA BUFFET

Sun. - Thurs.
4:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Dinner Buffet

Add: Fried Shrimp,

Frog Legs,
Snow Shrimp,
Crawfish
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BOOK CLUB
MEMEBERS
(top, left to right)
Judy Simbeck,
Elizabeth Brew-
er, Vicki Beck-
man andJudy
Landtroop. Pic-
tured, right, are
Susanne Reves,
Eric Lewis, and
Kerry Kennedy.

HOME IS WHERE
THE HEART IS.

HOME EQUITY LINES OF CREDIT
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You’ve been taking care of your home for years... Now it’s
time you let it take care of you.

Whether you’re looking to remodel your old kitchen, buy that new car, or send
that smart child off to college, we'd like to help. Our Home Equity Lines of Credit
make it easy for you to enjoy the equity in your home. Stop by one of our
convenient locations today and let us show you where the money is in your home.
Community Bank of Lawrence County,an Office of The Bank of Waynesboro.

Community Bank of Lawrence County

225 North Military Ave
Lawrenceburg, TN 38464
Ph: 931-244-8465

2102 North Locust Ave
Lawrenceburg, TN 38464
Ph: 931-766-6633

www.thebankofwaynesboro.com
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